
C
heck the syllabus entry
for the companion
lecture “New England

Research Onsite” which
contains dozens of online links
to a wide variety of repositories,
museums, libraries, and other
institutions that can also be
visited in person. 

Here are additional references to online resources and purely digital collections that may be
independent of other repositories.

“Best Websites”

Such “best” listings are usually directly connected to commercial enterprises or advertising for
periodicals and as such, do not reflect the opinions of average readers who do not reply to surveys.

Databases 

FamilyTree Magazine published its list of “Best Genealogy Databases” in January 2017
www.familytreemagazine.com/article/50-best-databases and provided these categories:

• Mega Data Sites 
• State Sources
• Foreign and Ethnic Databases
• Immigration Records
• Military Databases
• All-American Records
• Biographical and Historical Sources

Examples of digital databases are varied:

• Huge sites such as Ancestry.com and FamilySearch each provide massive databases
for historical newspapers, census images and indexes, and military service records.
An excellent free starting place for locality research is the FamilySearch wiki:
https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/Main_Page 

• FindAGrave www.findagrave.com and BillionGraves https://billiongraves.com are
ever-expanding databases, thanks to volunteers.

http://www.familytreemagazine.com/article/50-best-databases
https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/Main_Page
http://www.findagrave.com
https://billiongraves.com


• RootsWeb has free access to millions of death records www.searches.rootsweb.com
And over 8 million U.S. obituaries www.obits.rootsweb.com 

• The immigration records at Ellis Island and Castle Island and other ports of entry can
be better studied when you first use Steve Morse’s excellent free one-step search
tools: www.stevemorse.org 

• The huge U.S. GenWeb system, established in 1996,  with state-specific information
provided by volunteers, some of which is unique to these websites.   
www.usgenweb.org/ 

Images 

Photographs, illustrations, graphics, maps, charts – these are just some of the millions of images
accessible online. The responsible researcher becomes fully aware of the laws of intellectual
property, copyright, citation and attribution when considering the option to copy or download any
images found online.

Often called the nation’s foremost photo detective, Maureen Taylor has many TV appearances,
articles in periodicals, conference and seminar lectures. She is an author and consultant and has an
active online presence with a popular blog at https://maureentaylor.com 

I was proud to participate in a project for Maureen’s 2010 book The Last Muster: Images of the
Revolutionary War Generation that included a photograph of my own ancestor, Joseph Wood (1759-
1859) of Lebanon, New Hampshire.

Judy G. Russell, JD, CGsm, CGLsm, a presenter at this Conference, has provided excellent information
about the varied aspects of image ownership in columns in her essential blog “The Legal
Genealogist.”        www.legalgenealogist.com/category/copyright/ 

E-Books and Manuscripts

Many thousands of books have been digitized by a variety of institutions and organizations such as
Google, HathiTrust, Archive.org, FamilySearch, States, Colleges and Universities, etc. Most are in
the public domain, available free of charge, and  can be read online or downloaded to a computer. 

Some sites offer a download in a variety of formats. Searching the digital version of a book in *.pdf
format has other benefits as a Ctrl-F search will locate any word in the content. As many older books
had no or poor indexes, this is a very useful feature.

Large online collections of books and manuscripts can be found at:
https://books.familysearch.org/primo_library/          www.hathitrust.org    

  www.gutenberg.org            www.loc.gov/rr/rarebook/digitalcoll.html 
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https://archive.org/details/texts       www.onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/archives.html 

www.books.google.com            https://openlibrary.org           www.gengophers.com 

A bounty of online books and manuscripts awaits the New England researcher.  I have collected
digital copies of hundreds of books that formerly were accessible only by purchase or in libraries.
They include such research essentials as:
• Most of the classic volumes for Massachusetts called Vital Records of [town] Up To 1850;
• Many town and county histories for all six New England states;
• Classic surname genealogies: Avery, Hale, Willard, Kellogg, Pomeroy, Clapp, Field, Rice,

Strong, Foote, etc. some with poor indexes now fully accessible with Ctrl-F;
• Full series of New Hampshire State Papers and Town Papers
• Colonial histories, probate records, church records, cemetery records

Recent Addition

In January 2017, Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc. opened an online eBook Store
http://library.genealogical.com/  with a catalogue, options to preview content before purchase, one-
click purchase, instant access with a web-based reader or download. There are 800 titles currently
listed.

See Also:

• Primary records:
• Making of America - 10,000 books, 50,000 journal articles

http://quod.lib.umich.edu/m/moagrp/ 
• Doing History: Archive of Primary Documents  http://dohistory.org/ 
• Documentary Archive - Salem Witch Trials 

http://salem.lib.virginia.edu/home.html 
• Library of Congress:

• Manuscripts at NUCMC  http://www.loc.gov/coll/nucmc/ 
• American Memory collection  http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/index.html 

Blogs

Blogs can be considered today’s public diaries. They are regularly updated websites or web pages,
often written in an informal style. They can be created by individuals, small groups, or by
commercial operations to provide information and/or invite discussion. Most often, there are entries
–  posts –  appearing in reverse chronological order with the most recent entry at the top. 

Increasingly, the large national conferences invite some of the more active and respected bloggers
to become “officials” at the conference, with special access and opportunities to publish interviews
and breaking news at the event.
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Thomas MacEntee lists over 3,000 genealogy blogs on his website www.geneabloggers.com 
A few that feature New England topics are:

Forgotten New England   https://forgottennewengland.com 

New England Genealogy www.newenglandgenealogy.net/

One Rhode Island Family https://onerhodeislandfamily.com/ 
Diane MacLean Boumenot’s comprehensive website and blog contains links to many free online RI
resources.

The Demanding Genealogist www.demandinggenealogist.com   
Barbara J. Mathews, CGsm an award-winning author, is a prolific researcher and educator.

Bryna O’Sullivan has a focus on Connecticut at https://connecticutgenealogy.wordpress.com 

Epsom, New Hampshire History (+ family histories)  - www.epsomhistory.blogspot.com 

Nutfield Genealogy    https://nutfieldgenealogy.blogspot.com   Heather Wilkinson Rojo’s award-
winning blog also includes links to new New England blogs as they appear.

Acadian & French-Canadian Ancestral Homes www.acadian-ancestral-home.blogspot.com  
Lucie LeBlanc Consentino documents the extensive immigration to New England of families from
Canada with French origins.

Polly Fitzgerald Kimmit, CGsm writes the Polly Blog at www.pk-pollyblog.blogspot.com that has
a focus on Massachusetts as well as the rest of New England.

Online Historical Newspapers1   www.onlinehistoricalnewspapers.blogspot.com  

New Hampshire Society of Genealogists     www.nhsog.org/nhsog/index.htm  Includes title index
to the journal     www.nhfams1790.blogspot.com  

New Joint Project: NEHGS & Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Boston
https://catholicrecords.americanancestors.org/ 

The prominent military records site Fold3 is a subscription site, but its blog content is free at
http://blog.fold3.com 

While not exclusively a New England site, much useful information is available at the blog of the
Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture:
http://blog.oieahc.wm.edu/oi-guides-vastearlyamerica/ 

1 Other newspaper sites, some free and some fee-based: www.genealogybank.com;

www.newspaperarchive.com; www.newspapers.com; www.chroniclingamerica.loc.gov    
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Online Education - some of the current offerings include:

American Ancestors   https://www.americanancestors.org/education/online-classes 
• new and archived webinars, including such topics as:
• David Allen Lambert, “Using New England Probate Records”
• David Allen Lambert, “New England Vital Records at NEHGS”
• Sally Benny and Stephanie Call, “Using the Digital Collections at NEHGS and 

AJHS-NEA”
• David C. Dearborn, “Find Your 17th-C. New England Ancestors with NEHGS”

BCG Webinars    http://bcgcertification.org/blog/bcg-webinars/ some free, others with a fee
• Methodology and Research Strategies

Boston University Programs in Genealogical Research   https://genealogyonline.bu.edu/ 
• Certificate Program in Genealogical Research
• Genealogical Essentials Course 

Excelsior College Genealogy Courses      https://genealogy.excelsior.edu/genealogy/ 
• Faculty: Melinde Lutz Byrne, FASG, CG and Dr. Blaine Bettinger, PhD, JD
• 2017 courses in Genetic Genealogy and Practicum in Genealogical Research

Legacy Family Tree Webinars   http://familytreewebinars.com/ 
• Marian Pierre-Louis, “Looking After the Poor: Finding Your Ancestors in New

England Poverty Records”; “New England Deeds and Probate”; “Researching
Your Connecticut Ancestors”; “Pilgrims and Patriots: Discovering Your
Massachusetts Ancestors”

• Diane Boumenot, “Find Your Colonial Rhode Island Ancestors”
• Maureen Taylor, “Researching your Roots in Rhode Island”

National Genealogical Society  www.ngsgenealogy.org/cs/educational_courses  
• American Genealogical Studies - online evolution of famed Home Study Program
• Continuing Genealogical Studies - self-paced - specific topics (Revolutionary

War, Civil War, World War I, Genetic Genealogy)

ProGen Study Groups    www.progenstudy.org 
• Nineteen month online interactive peer group study program utilizing the

principles found in Professional Genealogy: A Manual for Researchers, Writers,
Editors, Lecturers, and Librarians, edited by Elizabeth Shown Mills.

Virtual Institute of Genealogical Research   www.vigrgenealogy.com 
• six hour courses include four 90-minute lectures
• class size limited to 100 registrants

Recordings of past classes available for $69.99
• D. Joshua Taylor, “New England Research: Has It All Been Done?”
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